
 

Data Protection Act 1998 
 

Who’s who? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Information 
Commissioner  

is appointed by the Crown to 
oversee the Data Protection 

Act 1998 

Data Controller 
Those who control and 

determine the use of the data 
they hold 

 

Data Subject 
This is a living natural person.  
The dead and legal persons, 

such as companies, are 
excluded. 

Data Processor 
‘Processing’ means obtaining, 
recording, or holding data or 
carrying out any operation or 
set of operations on the data  

 

Controller must 
notify purposes for 
which data is held 

Subject can 
request 

information on 
data held 

Controller 
instructs how 

data is processed 

Processor may 
collect 

information from 
Data Subject 

Information 
must be 
supplied 

within 40 days 



 

In a research context, the various roles maybe filled as follows: 
 
Data Controller: 

• Client 
• Panel Holder 
• Researcher 

 
Data processor: 

• Field sub-contractor 
• Recruiter 
• Data processing agency 

 
Data Subject: 

• Individual Respondents, which include: 
o Sole Traders 
o Partnerships in England and Wales, and Northern Ireland (Partnerships in Scotland 

have legal personality) 
 


