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MRS Advanced Certificate Syllabus – Summary of Updates for Centres 

From June 2027 Assessment Round 

 

1. Purpose of Update 

 

 This update does not change learning outcomes or assessment requirements  

 It focuses on modernising indicative content to reflect:  

o evolving research practice 

o advances in data, analytics and technology 

Overall: A content refresh, not a qualification redesign. 

 

 

2. Key Strategic Shift 

 

From: Traditional research methods and process focus 

To: A future facing, technology-enabled research syllabus 

 Integration of:  

o AI-enabled tools and automation 

o Advanced analytics and machine learning concepts 

o Broader data sources (e.g. digital, passive, synthetic data)  

 

 

3. Major Content Enhancements 

 

A. Integration of AI and Technology (Cross-Syllabus) 

 AI and automation embedded across:  

o research design 

o data collection 

o sampling 

o analysis and reporting 

 Candidates expected to:  

o understand application of AI tools 

o critically evaluate outputs and limitations 

 

B. Expanded Indicative Content 

Content is significantly more: 

 Detailed and applied 

 Reflective of real-world practice 

 

New or expanded areas include: 

 Data ecosystems (big data, passive data, synthetic data) 

 Automated and AI-driven data collection 

 Data preparation and advanced analytics techniques 

 Storytelling, visualisation, and communication of insight 

 Broader industry and stakeholder context 
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C. Rebalancing of Methods 

 Maintains core qualitative and quantitative foundations 

 Introduces hybrid approach:  

o traditional methods + digital + AI-enabled techniques 

 

 

4. Ethics and Professional Standards 

 

 Continued strong focus on:  

o MRS Code of Conduct 

o legal and regulatory compliance 

 Expanded to include:  

o AI ethics (bias, transparency, accountability) 

o Responsible use of emerging technologies 

o Additional AI-related guidance resources  

 

 

5. Entry Requirements and Accessibility 

 

 Broadened routes into the qualification:  

o experience-based entry 

o apprenticeship pathway 

o employer/tutor nomination  

 
 

6. Assessment and Academic Integrity (AI) 

 

 Assessment structure unchanged: 

o Integrated Assignment + Exam 

 Updated positioning on AI: 

o Recognises AI as part of modern research practice 

o Reinforces requirement for independent candidate work 

o Allows discussion of AI within research solutions, with justification 

 

 

7. Areas Unchanged 

 

 Learning outcomes 

 Assessment structure and grading 

 Qualification framework and level 

 Integrated Assignment requirements 

 

 

8. Overall Impact 

 

Strengthens the qualification by: 

 Futureproofing against sector change 

 Embedding AI and data literacy 

 Enhancing practical, workplace relevance 

 Maintaining strong ethical and professional standards 

 


